Influenza surveillance in England and Wales: October 1999 to May 2000.
The period of increased influenza activity in England and Wales in the winter of 1999/2000 was associated with considerable morbidity and mortality and well-publicized pressure on hospital services. The influenza activity coincided with the regular annual increase in respiratory syncytial virus infections and the Christmas and New Year holiday period. Consultation rates with general practitioners for influenza-like illness did not reach 'epidemic' levels but were higher than seen in many winters and comparable with those seen in two out of the previous three winters. In common with those winters, attack rates for influenza-like illness and acute bronchitis were especially high in elderly people among whom complications of acute infection and hospital admissions increased. Excess mortality due to influenza during this period appeared to be substantial but was not as high as seen in the last epidemic (1989/90).